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to be his Secretary of State, These two men decided to
change the policy of Pope Leo XIII in many ways. Where
Leo XIII had tried to avoid anything more than influencing
social legislation, and had wanted to make friends with as
many countries as possible and therefore to stress friend-
ship with such countries as France and Russia, in order to
bring them to a friendship with Austria, always supposed
to be the Vatican's chief backer, Pius X decided to take
what he considered an entirely non-diplomatic line, but
one rather like that of the Jesuits.
He decided to be uncompromising in his fight against
the development of modernism in the Church and else-
where, and to be uncompromising in his attitude to the
Quirinal Government in Rome. This meant that he started
to prevent priests from interesting themselves in any of
the more modern theories connected with the Church, or
with scientific matters. To the outside world he seemed
to be heading back to a condition of reaction, and he
brought the anti-clerical party in France a number of
weapons with which to fight him, almost as a gift,
But it was almost entirely due to his determination
that under no circumstances should he be insulted in the
Vatican by the visit of the Head of a foreign State to the
King of Italy in Rome, that brought about his break with
the French President. As a result of this the anti-clericals
gained complete control in France, priests and Nuncios
were turned into exiles, and the whole Catholic Church
received one of its severest blows throughout the French
Republic.
A cardinal who disapproved thoroughly of all this
policy was Cardinal Delia Chiesa, This Cardinal was himself
so disapproved of by the Secretary of State, Cardinal Merry